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Glenn Geffner
Inside the Green Monster

A
s a Northwestern University freshman in October 1986, Glenn
Geffner got a glimpse of the diehard passion that comes with
being a lifelong Boston Red Sox fan. As the club came within one
strike of its first World Series championship since 1918, Geffner

saw his roommate, who hailed from the Boston area, dissolve from ecstasy
to agony.

I should know. I was that roommate.
Now Geffner is vice president of media relations for the Red Sox, who

are sitting on top of the sports world. Down three games to none in the
American League Championship Series, the team staged an unprecedented
comeback over their archrival, the New York Yankees. Then came a four-
game World Series sweep of the St. Louis Cardinals.

Here are excerpts from a recent conversation with Geffner, after the
season ended:

only my first year here, but to get as
close as we did and to see the carpet
pulled out from under our feet, it
gets you to start scratching your
head and say, “Maybe there is a curse
of the Bambino.”

Q. When did you believe the team
would win the World Series?
I can honestly say I never lost the
faith, down three games to none
against the Yankees. After we were
done with the media after the game,
I was walking with (Red Sox man-
ager) Terry Francona back to our
clubhouse, and I said, “I may be the
biggest idiot in town, but I believe
we’re going to win this thing.”

Q. You must have known your life
would change when the Red Sox
won the World Series. In what
ways have those changes sur-
prised you?
I don’t think that anybody associat-

ed with this team, from the owner
to the batboy, will ever pay for

another drink in Boston. It’s cool
to see the impact that it had on

people. The other day, I was
asking my wife what I should

do when we get our (World
Series) rings in April. You lose

some privacy when you put that on
your finger. It means so much to so
many people.

Q. How did Medill prepare you for the
deluge of media demands that have
come with the team’s success?
So little of the business of baseball these
days has to do with what goes on the
field for three hours every night. So
much of it is in courtrooms or police
blotters or in statehouses, or in the
minds of economists. The game has
gotten so complicated, it’s just not a
game any more. My whole North-
western education in general prepared
me for all this.

Q. What suggestions do you have for
others looking to get into sports pub-
lic relations?
I wouldn’t trade a second for the five
years I spent working in the minor
leagues. I know everyone wants to get
into the big leagues, but the things I
was able to do and the people I was able
to meet prepared me to do what I do
here now.

Q. About a year ago, you told me the
loss to the Yankees in the 2003
American League Championship
Series created a feeling you never
want to experience again. Can you
elaborate?
I could never imagine professionally
going through something as difficult
and disappointing as that was. It was

Glenn Geffner (left) and Matt Baron as undergrads
(above) and in June 2003 (below), at U.S. Cellular
Field (home of White Sox) during a visit from the
Boston Red Sox
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award for column writing from the
Football Writers Association of
America. He lives in New York City.

Jennifer Medley (IMC98) and her
husband, Morgan Bryan, welcomed
their first baby, Caroline Grace Bryan,
in September 2004.

Richard Mullins (MSJ98), previously
at the Democrat & Chronicle in
Rochester, N.Y., is now a business
reporter at the Tampa Tribune in
Florida.

Kevin Peraino (BSJ98, MSJ99)
began working at Newsweek’s bureau
in Jerusalem in January. He joined the
magazine five years ago as a researcher
in the nation department and went on
to produce award-winning coverage
of Israel, Palestine, the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict and the Middle East.
Last year Peraino was a reporter cov-
ering President Bush’s re-election
campaign for Newsweek.

Jaimee (Silverstein) Rashbaum
(BSJ98) is the co-producer of
WNBC’s “Live at Five” newscast in
New York City.

Anastasia Goodstein (MSJ99)
married Jonathan Beford in a beach
ceremony in Naples, Fla., on Dec. 4,
2004. Goodstein was just hired at Al
Gore’s new television network,
IndTV, as the manager of audience
participation. She will be managing
the recruitment, selection and commu-
nications for video submitted to the
network. Also, Goodstein is the
publisher of Ypulse.com, a blog that
covers Generation Y for teen media
and marketing professionals.

Adrian (MacLean) Jay (MSJ99) was
married on Oct. 23, 2004, to Larsen Jay
in Chicago.

Teal Krech (MSJ99) married
Nathaniel Collingwood Gooch
Paynter on Nov. 13, 2004.

2000s
Brittany Bailey (BSJ00) was promot-
ed from reporter to evening weekend

anchor at 13WMAZ, the CBS affiliate
in Macon, Ga. She joined the news
team in August.

Jennifer Hale (MSJ00) is a general
assignment reporter at WVTM-TV 13
(NBC) in Birmingham, Ala.

AnnMarie Harris (BSJ00) is an editor
of children’s books for Scholastic, Inc.
in New York City. Harris, who lives in
Brooklyn, N.Y., also authored several
picture books for children.

Mike Hellgren (BSJ00) is a reporter
at WJZ-TV, the CBS affiliate in
Baltimore, Md. Previously Hellgren
reported for KARK-TV (NBC) in
Little Rock, Ark., and KTAL-TV
(NBC) in Shreveport, La.

Allison Kaden (MSJ00), previously at
News 12 The Bronx, is a reporter at
WPIX WB11 in New York City.

Joo Lee (BSJ00) is a producer at
NBC Nightly News with Brian
Williams in New York City.

Katherine Newberger (BSJ00)
married Joshua Ian Civin at the
Baltimore Hebrew Congregation on
Jan. 1. Newberger, who graduated
with a law degree from Yale, is a law
clerk for Judge Diana Gribbon Motz
of the United States Court of Appeals
for the Fourth Circuit in Baltimore. 

Suzanne Robitaille (MSJ00) left
BusinessWeek Online to become a
marketing specialist at American
Express Tax & Business Services in
New York City.

Shanna (Wagner) Wendt (MSJ00),
of Zurich, Switzerland, was recently
promoted to business communications
manager for the Dow Chemical
Company’s portfolio of base and
specialty plastics in Europe, the Middle
East and Africa. On Aug. 7, 2004, she
wed Charles Wendt.

Meggen Lindsay Berlute (MSJ01) is
a reporter at the St. Paul (Minn.)
Pioneer Press.

Q. The Red Sox were named
Sportsmen of the Year by Sports
Illustrated. What role did you play
in the story?
I worked with (writer) Tom
Verducci in securing the letters and
the e-mails that wound up being the
basis for the story. He and I talked
about different angles. The first
thing I said is, “You wouldn’t
believe the letters and e-mails that
are pouring in here.” No one has
captured what it’s been like around
here, locally or nationally, better
than Tom did.

Q. Are you ever consulted on
personnel moves?
No. But we are consulted on the
ramifications. We do talk about PR
strategy behind things. The ques-
tion isn’t, “Should we make this
move?” but “What would happen if
we made this move?” or “Would we
be better off announcing this move
tomorrow or a week from now?”

Q. You have done radio and televi-
sion broadcasting in the minors
and also with the Padres for two
seasons. Are you looking to get
back into the booth?
I would like to if the right opportu-
nity presented itself down the road.
I co-host a weekly TV show (The
Red Sox Report), so I’m able to keep
my hand in it just a tiny bit. Down
the road, it’s really what I enjoy
doing more than anything. The
lifestyle’s a little bit better, too.

Q. Like any enterprising journalist,
I’ve saved the toughest question
for last: What’s it like inside the
Green Monster (Fenway’s left-field
wall)?
I actually take people on tours. It’s
the coolest key in Boston. It’s a
small, narrow, cement hall. When I
hit my head on the ceiling, you
know it’s very cramped in there.

—by Matt Baron (BSJ90) 




